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PREFACE

It gives me great pleasure in presenting this is$liedian Archaeology 2000-01— A Review.This
annual publication reviews the activities conductedarrious fields of the archaeology in the country
every year. But this first issue of the'2entury is also an occasion to review the Indiazhaeology in

the last century and to plan for the first century.

When | look back, | can see some of the events thpedhndian Archaeology in the last century.

The first half of the century is rightly termed ke era of Marshall and Wheeler. Joining of Sir John
Marshall as the Director General in the SurveyL 902, was the beginning of a new era in the Indian
Archaeology. His principles on archaeological conservatinted all of us in the Survey throughout

the century, and are still relevant.

The first decade also witnessed many other impoetanits like publication of Annual Reports of the
Director General, which presented the works andarelectivities carried out by the Survey, creation
of a separate branch for epigraphical researcleactment of Ancient Monuments Preservation Act in
1904 which provided legislative powers for the probectf monuments and archaeological sites and
remains. In 1906, the Survey was placed on a perranénmproved footing.

Discovery of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro in 1921-22 andesulent excavations pushed the Indian
History two thousand years back. With the establishroéixploration Branch, explorations and

excavations were given due attention.

R.E.M. Wheeler, who became Director General in 1&ddl special emphasis on exploration, excavation
techniques and the problem related to chronology. Hedumted the system of periodization by

stratification technique of excavation and improvedsysem of reporting and publishing. It had a
great impact on Indian Archaeology, which can bdifedtate.

After independence in 1947, we lost both the most famsites in Indus Civilization. Archaeological
explorations by the Indian Archaeologists resultedendibcovery of a large number of Harappan sites
in the country. Loosing Mohenjo-daro and Harappa createld an intense emphasis on Harappan
Archaeology that the study of archaeological remainshef ggeriods was not given much attention.

India has vast treasures of epigraphic records irotine &f inscriptions, copper plates and numerous
ancient manuscripts. Our epigraphists have colletiedsands of inscriptions and deciphered them,
which helped in rewriting the history. | am deepiyncerned about the subject and appreciate the work

being done by the dedicated teams.

In 1945 conservation was also brought under the purefeBurvey. Enactment of the Ancient and
Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Renf®eclaration of National Importance) Act
in 1951 added a large number of monuments under certtattion. It increased Survey's activities



many fold. According to the need of the hour the Amtconuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act was enacted in 1958, which as on datiee imnain Act for the preservation of ancient
monument and archaeological sites and remains of naitigpaitance. Other legislative actions in the
form of Acts and amendments to them provided necessagrptavprotect our cultural heritage.

Coming back to the publication ¥R, the first issue was published as "Report of the RireéGeneral

of Archaeology in India on the occasion of the tenth imgetf Central Advisory Board of Archaeology,
1954". It was a good beginning and till 1960-6dublished regularly. From the 1961 -62 issue, itestar
getting delayed, which unfortunately, could not be cal/ene despite the best efforts by successive

Directors General, in the last quarter of the centur

Though I am happy to present the first issue of tmgucg but | am also aware of the long delay of five
years. This delay occurring for last 45 years in gabibn of this Annual speaks for itself.

Excavation is the prime activity in archaeology. A gaon anyReviewmakes it clear as it covers the
most part of the publication. But | feel sorry to notewdldelay in writing and printing of excavation
reports. A number of archaeological sites are exedatery year but their report, which are an iategr
part of the excavation, are not written. | feel @ excavation remains incomplete unless its resgts
published and made available to the scholars and fautiie in the form of a detailed report. It was
Wheeler who pointed out that excavation without a repalstruction.

During my interaction with scholars, some schotdrgred my view that the reports published in the
Reviewmay be taken as reports published. We have disttisséssue time and again and have made it
adequately clear to all those who have such erroneaughat the brief information included in th&R

is only the review of various activities and not thgore | am of the view that every work in the field o
archaeology, either exploration, excavation or conservageds to have a report.

| remember the first Director General of the Sun&yCunningham, whose monumental work in 24
volumes was reports on explorations carried out by hinffereint parts of the country. In this century,

if we review that tradition, it would be a great se\o the subject.

With the development of the scientific studies, theregeed to change our views about large excavations
where hundreds of people are engaged and a large nufrtbemnahes are dug in a relatively short
period. Huge data recovered in such diggings generalbntesunmanageable for limited number of
gualified staff and in the process invaluable ewdsrare lost. Therefore, our approach should be more
scientific in order to utilize various scientific and @& sensing methods for nondestructive

reconnaissance.

Another thing that we need to pay proper attentidhasscientific dating. In the first half of the tlas
century chronology of the cultures was based primarilgomparative archaeology. In the second half
absolute dating methods were utilized but the ddtsned were limited in number and still many gaps
exist in the chronology. We need to address this agpddirmly date all the periods with a number of



absolute dates to build up a firm chronology leaving no room forusdemns. It is unfortunate that this
issue has no information for the chapter Radiocarbon dating.

The present review is divided into eleven chapters foligwhe traditional system. Excavation, as usual,
forms the major part of the activities reviewed. Amongehescavations carried out in the Northeastern
States - Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalagal ripura, need to be mentioned. Excavations
carried out by the Guwahati Circle are noteworthy. Discovemgloduary with silver and gold casket
and charred bones in the stupa at Ambaran (J & K)asaatggnificant find. Excavations at Kanaganahalli
(Karnataka) have further exposed remains of Buddhist stupsilaené. Excavation at Sravasti (U.P.) is

another major excavation taken up during the period under review.

I am deeply concerned with the minimal entries in the tdragntitled treasure trove. We often hear
about the discovery of treasures but due to ignorance afubk valuable evidence still get lost, destroyed
or melted. Awareness about the provisions of the Treasure Tralyel 378 may encourage to declare

such finds which in turn will enrich our collections in various nouss.

| appreciate the studies carried out by B SIP, Lucknovabtite same time it worries me that why despite
so much archaeological researches carried out in the gpwarhave very few trained palaeo-botanists
to carry forward further research on the field of Archaeobotany.

| also feel that the archaeological site museums need tdynibeir display and activities as per the
changing scenario. They need to be more educative and interdwtiveniere displaying the objects.
New museums are set up at Nizamabad by the Governoheddhara Pradesh and Mirza Ghalib
Memorial Museum, Government of Delhi. Setting up of mauseums at Thanesar in Haryana and

Kangra in Himachal Pradesh, by the ASI, are in progress.

I am thankful to all the field archaeologists who have sennhformation about the works carried out by
them during the year under review. While presenting this reoetwet scholars | trust in this century we
would work in more systematic manner to search, study aeskpre the cultural heritage of the nation.

Lastly, | express my thanks to Dr. B.R. Mani, DicecfPublication); Dr. Arundhati Banerji, Superintending
Archaeologist (Publication); Shri Hoshiar Singh, Productionic@ff(Publication); Dr. Piyush Bhatt and

Shri Gunjan Kr. Srivastava, Assistant Archaeologistg(ieation) besides all the other members of the
Publication and Drawing Sections for their cooperation atyestage in the preparation and publication

of this issue.

New Delhi

01-09-2006
C. Babu Rajeev

Director General
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|. EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS

ANDHRA PRADESH National Highway was taken up for excavation by

the Department of Archaeology and Museums,

I. EXCAVATION AT SASANIKOTA, DISTRICT Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad. It is
ANANTAPUR 45 km from Jangoan, the nearest Railway Station.

The monastic-complex is located on hill-top

Excavation at Village Sasanikota in Pargi
towards north-east of the village. As the southern

Mandal of Anantapur district, conducted by the
Department of Archaeology and Museums, Goy-Portion of the hillock resembles the hood of a
ernment of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, is locateSNaKe, the site is locally known as Phanigiri.
at a distance of 120 km frpm the District head- At the foot of the hillock on the northeastern
quarters and 10 km from Hindupur town. side, overlooking a tank locally known as ‘Nadimi
It yielded brick structures associated with cheruvu' a cluster of megalithic burials of cairn
early historical cultural material such as pottery, circle variety were noticed.
beads, bangles, iron objects, terracottas
Satavahana coins etc. The pottery include dull re
ware, chocolate ware, red ware, glazed red war
and russet coated painted ware. The shapes inclu
pots, bowls, deep bowlkujas, storage-jars etc.
Based on these finds the site may be datable to ttthe third century AD.

Excavation brought to light a Mahastupa,
stone-pillared congregation hall, viharas and other
brick structures besides a good number of
antiquities datable between the first century and

post-Satavahana period. The partially exposed stupa (dia 18 m) shows
2. EXCAVATION AT PHANIGIRI, TIRUMALAGIRI the plan of a wheel with spokes. It has fayaka
(M), DISTRICTNALGONDA platforms on four cardinal directions. Eaayaka

The site Phanigiri, a Buddhist settlement, 35 Platform measures 4 m x 1.25 m. The western

km from Suryapet on Hyderabad-Vijayawada ayaka platform retained five limestonayaka
pillars. The drum an@dyakaplatforms were

1
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plastered with lime and luted with sculptured Amudalavalasa in Srikakulam district. The mud
limestone panels. Presently, only the lower por- fort covers an area of 500 acres of land.

tions of the panels could be visible at the site: Fur

ther excavation in front of theyakaplatforms Excavation at Mound 1, on the northeastern
brought to light a portion of brick structure run- Porder brought to light foundation of a brick struc-

ning parallel to thayakaplatform. It appears that ~ tUre over d_ressed-stone foundation._The wall plas-
the stupa might have been built over a brick plat- tred with lime bears stucco decorations as attested

form. On the southwestern corner of the platform © by the occurrence of fragments of floral designs
were found forty-two lead coins of €xecuted in lime. The width of the wall measures

Mahatalavarasa. The bricks used in construction</® ¢M- Fine mud was used as mortar.
measure 50 x 25 x 7 cm. Further south of th~
Mahastupa was exposed a stone-pillared congt
gation hall with an entrance on the northern side
From this hall several broken sculptural panel
were recovered, some of these bear inscriptions
Brahmi characters of the first - third century.

Excavation at Mound Il revealed two phases
of cultural activity, i.e., phase-l and phase-II. Ex-
cavation at a depth of 0.50 m exposed the founda-
tion of a medieval stone temple. Associated with
this structure, remnants of brokamalaka,icon
of Ganesa and a number of architectural pieces of
Altogether three viharas were exposed in the temple were recovered. On the northern side
three localities. Each vihara consists of nine dells. Was exposed a disturbed brick structure at a depth
third locality partial excavation brought to lightdiv ©f 1.50 m along with early historic cultural mate-
cells, each measuring 2.70 m. x 2.70 m. While  rial such as beads, terracotta objects, pottery such
exposing these cells, a good number of Satavaharas red ware, dull red ware, black-and-red ware and
and Ikshavaku coins were found. The fragmen-tan ware. Based on these finds the site could be
tary label inscriptions on limestone panel read asdated from the second century BC to the fourth
‘Jambudvipa mile vag(first century AD) and ~ century AD.
'Siri Chantamula: the founder of the Ikshavaku

) 4. EXCAVATION AT PAVURALAKONDA , DISTRICT
dynasty (third century AD) etc. Based on the above

: T . VISAKHAPATNAM
cultural material, the site is datable to the first-
third century AD. The Department of Archaeology and Muse-
ums, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad,
3. EXCAVATION AT DANTAPURAM, SARABHUJALI conducted excavation at the Buddhist site on the

(M) DISTRICT SRIKAKULAM hill top of Narasimhasvamy konda in Bheemli,

The Department of Archaeology and Muse-familiarly known as Pavuralakonda, located 30 km
ums, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabainorth of Visakhapatnam. The river Gosthani, the
carried out excavation at Dantapuram - the anmain water source for the inhabitants, on the north
cient capital city of Kalinga which lies on the left ern periphery, merges with the sea and forms a
bank of the River Vamsadhara, 6 km away from vast lagoon / confluence which in turn forms an
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estuary point for inter and intra-trade activity in ASSAM

the early centuries of the Christian era.
6. EXCAVATION AT SURYAPAHAR, DISTRICT

Excavations brought to light an apsidal GoaLrara
chaitya-griha,a sql_Jare cell, four vih_aras, votive Syed Jamal Hasan, assisted by K.
st_upa_s, a stone plIIared-congregat_|on hall, earlLourdusamy, B. Sinha, T.K. Srivastava, P.K.
historic pottery and Satavahana coins. Majumdar of the Guwabhati Circle, of the Survey,
resumedIndian Archaeology 1999-2000p. 1-
9), excavation at Suryapahar near the ancient tank
and yielded remains of an anci@anchayatana
stone temple-complex with three phases (pl. 1).

The viharas are raised on peripheral area «
the summit running from north-to-south. There it
a stone staircase on the western side of the stc
barricade wall for entering into the monastic-com
plex. The number of cells in viharas vary. The fi Phase 1 : As reported earlier, most part of the
vihara contains two cells, the second one, fouf, basement was exposed earlier. Gabha-griha
the third and the fourth ones have two big ce(7.10 m x 6.75 m) of the main sanctum was a
and six cells with a common verandah respectivichance discovery by local people while digging a
Each cell measures 2.45 m x 2.50 m. The flooitrench for construction of a new temple. The en-
the verandah and the cells of the viharas aredretire basement of the ancient temple is now com-
with lime-concrete and smoothened with firpletely exposed including its stone pavements on
lime-paste. both sides ofthgarbha-griha.The temple-com-

plex is comprised of main temple and four subsid-

An apsidalchaitya(10.50 m x 5.90 m) was jary shrines. On axial plan, it consistgafrbha-
unearthed with stone stupa near the apse oppo griha followed byantarala, mukha-mandagnd
to the first vihara. At the entrance there are tw mandapaThesikharaof the man temple appears
balustrades depicted with the figures of Muchilind g pe that of north Indian style as evidenced from

Naga and lotus medallion. the art motifs of a small decorative piece of
amalaka(pl. 2) on top. The main shrine opens
ARUNACHAL PRADESH towards west. It possesses two wide stone

pavements, 40m wide on each side. The pavements
) comprised chiselled masonry blocks of various
The Prehistory Branch, of the Archaeologi- §imensions. Thgarbha-grihais followed by an
cal Survey of Indi§ along with the Excavation antarala(2 m x 1.25m), connected with a
Branch-l, Nagpur, under the direction of S.K. rectangulamukha-mandapé m x 6 m) on the
Mittra, carried out explorations in the lower \yestem side of the central sanctum. There are two
Subansiri district of the State and collected Strafpassages for entrance into thakha-mandapa,
neolithic tools from places like Miyan, Toon and g4ch of them is 1.25 m wide. There are provisions
Tona for two transepts (7.70 m x 2.05 m) found on

5. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT LOWER SUBANSIRI

1Referred to as the Survey in the following pages.
Z This publication is referred to in the followipgges by the year only.
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Suryapahar: 1, excavated remains of panchayatana temple-complex and 2, stone amalaka




EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS

either side of thenukha-mandapadn front of the
mukha-mandapathere lies remains of a large
maha-mandap#10.20 in x 8.25 m), all made of
chiselled stone blocks of various dimensions. It
appears that a small porch in front of thaha-
mandapais attached to the western side, also
connected with a brick paved pathway on the
western side of the complex. The deity of the main
shrine was not found during the course of
excavation but an image of Vishnu, discovered
from the bed of the adjacent ancient tank is now
preserved in the Assam State Museum, Guwahati.
The four subsidiary shrines lie at four corners of
the complex which are connected with the
brick-paved pathways. The subsidiary temple (2.05
m x 2.35 m) in the north-west corner of the
temple-complex was perhaps dedicated to Lord
Ganesa as a small broken sculpture of the deity
(pl.3) was found near this subsidiary shrine.

and 23 x 13x5 cm. The fourth subsidiary shrine,
lying at the south-east corner of the complex
yielded a stela portion depictirgrttimukha sur-
rounded by two (lying figures ofidyadharas(pl.

5). Only the plan of this subsidiary temple is now
survived (2.60 m x 2.50m), comprising chiselled
blocks of stones. A wide brick-paved pathway, 31 m
long, aligned in east-west direction, is found by
the side of these two subsidiary temples located
on southern sides. However, bricks of the path-
way were robbed on the eastern and western sides.

In phase 11, a brick temple of (5.40 m x 5m),
just behind the main sanctum, noticed on the
eastern side of the complex with sizes of burnt
bricks range from (20 x 18 x 6cm), (22 x 18 x
6cm), (22 x 2 1 x 7cm) etc. A long pathway
cordoned by stone members of 3.15 m wide laid
in front of this brick temple was exposed in last
season.

Another subsidiary shrine on the northeastern side ot

the complex near the basement of the sanctum

It appears that a quadrangular brick

proper could be associated with the temple of enclosure wall (23.45 m x 41.80 m x 30.90 m X
Mahishasuramarddini as evidenced from a 49.20 m) on east, south, west and north
beautiful sculpture of the deity in black basalt (pl. respectively were provided in the last structural
4). The basement of this subsidiary shrine is phase, i.e., phase HI. The brick temple of phase II
rectangular (4.35 m x 2.35 m). All the masonry ceased to exist in this phase as the bricks of
stone blocks were joined with the help of iron clips eastern compound wall were found superimposed
and pins as noticed from the remains. This over the structure of this temple. The arms of the
subsidiary temple is connected with a brick-paved compound walls mostly exposed in the earlier
pathway and simultaneously joined with the Season except eastern compound wall and eastern

temple of Ganesa and theaha-mandapaAnother

part of the northern compound wall which were

completely exposed small shrine of rectangular exposed completely during this season. A brick
plan (4.35 m x 2.35 m) lies on the southwestern paved pathway (15 m x 3.20 m) with cordoned
.side of the complex, partly excavated earlier. ThereStone members also provided in the western side
appears to be an inscription in stone. A brick struct of the complex. The pathway contains a smala

of rectangular plan (5.85m x 4.70m) perhaps senacross its width for discharging the collected
asmukha-mandap#o this shrine which exists on Water on either side of the complex. Another
the western side of the subsidiary shrine. The bricinoteworthy discovery is the plan of rectangular

sizesare21x13x5cm,19x13 x 5 cm

brick-built structure (8.50 m x 6.55 m), found on
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Suryapahar: 3, miniature sculpture of Ganesa (broken), 4, Mahishasuramarddini
and 5,upper portion of stella showing kirttimukha and vidyadharas
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the southwestern corner of the complex. The supetsire of this cell might have been built with
terracotta tiles as the large number of finds would indicBbe size of the bricks used in this structure
measures 19x12x7 cm, 16x13x5 cm, 22 x 13 x 3.5cm and 18 x 12 »eftcm

The most dominantly represented ceramic assemblage isetheare although some quantity
of grey ware and micaceous ware of coarse to mediuncfalarie also reported. The grey ware shows
thin section of fine fabric, well-sorted and well-bur8bme of the red ware sherds are decorated with
wavy designs while a few are grooved. Almost all theaceic assemblages found are wheel-turned
but for the big storage-jars.

Among the notable antiquities mention may be made of tlgéof Mahishasurmardini in black
basalt (47 x 24 x 8 cm) beautifully depicted with wavy drapergaorental necklace around her neck and
two earrings. The deity bedecked whihitamukuta,holds her usual weapons and stands on the lion.
Another stela portion showingirttimukhaand two flyingvidhyadharasaredepicted on the top.
Besides, a few architectural members ldmalakas pillar basesgajasimhaand terracotta plaques
of floral motifs were recovered. Two copper coins of Emp&eorge Vth were found from layer
(2). On the basis of stylistic features of the gutiies and ceramic assemblage, fasmchayatana
temple-complex could be dated betwerrca ninth and twelfth centuries AD, while the cultural
deposit of layer (2) to the British period on the evidenceoofs

Excavation near Ganeskund, about hundred meter south @fnchayatanatemple-complex
yielded an ancient water channel of approximately 60 m lamich appears to be of same period. The
channel originating from a watd&und,and drains out through a channel of approximately 1.25 de.wi
Although the existence of it can be traced at severakplavhere the stone members along both sides of
the water channel were kept. In a few places repairitheothannel was done with the help of burnt-
bricks.

7. EXCAVATION AT K ARENG GHAR (TALATAL
GHAR) COMPLEX, DISTRICT SIVASAGAR

Syed Jamal Hasan, assisted by A. Gupta, of the Guwaeke @nd Debendra Kasbi of Excavation
Branch — |, Nagpur, of the Survey, carried out excavatidfeaeng Ghar complex to expose the buried
structures on the northeastern and southeastern sides of thesaattiraligned Kareng Ghar. Small-scale
excavation in twelve quadrants (5 m x 5 m) of eight trenchesale/durnt-brick structures like walls,
rectangular structure, brick pavements, etc. Thectires appeared to be the part of Kareng Ghar which
were probably built by Ahom king Rajeshwar Singha (AD 1751-69).

8. EXCAVATION AT MAIDAM NO. 2, CHARAIDEO, DISTRICT SIVASAGAR

Syed Jamal Hasan, of the Guwahati Circle, assisted by 8ifgh and N.K. Sinha of Excavation
Branch lll, Patna, of the Survey , resumed excavatidiaadam No. 2 at Charaideo.

A trench measuring 6 m (width) and 6.2 m (long) across the meandthe top to the ground level
was laid to cover the entrance and centre of the Maidamavation yielded an octagonal enclosure
wall of burnt-bricks along the bottom of the Maidam. The waliusvived by extant remains of nineteen
courses of brick of 1 m height
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mixed with lime andsurkhi mortar. The Alone, D.P. Sinha, K.C. Srivastava, D.N. Sinha,
octagonal enclosure wall, measures 360 m long iIM.K. Dwivedi, B. Gartia, M.P. Singh, Avinash
circumference and a width of 1.10 m. There areKumar and Rajnish Raj, to further expose the stupa
eight bastion like structures in eight corners of thestructure (pl.6).

wall. An entrance gate along the octagona!
enclosure wall was also exposed along th
western side.

The cylindrical drum of the stupa on top and
the upper two terraces were cleared of the debris
all around (pl. 7). This has exposed a 80 cm wide
The construction point of the Maidam, i.e., staircase on the south-west corner connecting the
burial mound was struck about 6 m from theypper two terraces. The staircase is concealed
entrance gate. Accumulation of large quantity olyjthin the polygonal designs between the cells and
stone pebbles were noticed at this particular poinjs not prominently visible in the general view of
Three courses of bricks laid over these pebblesihe stupa (pl. 8).
The superstructure of the vault of the Maidam is
yet to be excavated. However, the exterior plan Exposing the stupa further west on the lower
the frontal projection of the Maidam measurethree terraces, group of three cells separated by

(1 m x 1 m x 0.90 m) with nineteen courses cPolygonal design were found on the same pattern
bricks. as in previous excavation (pl. 9). Pedestal along

_ _ the back wall for placing stucco image of Buddha
At the top of the mound, a circular brick- (pl. 10) was also exposed. Traces of stucco
paved. platform of 3.60 m a.cross 'was eXp_oseimages, almost fragile, was found. Noticeable is
contal.nlng four courses of brick. leferent SIZ€S - nead of a stucco image which throws light, for
of brick were used for construction of the , . . .
the first time, on the facial features of the image
structure such as (25 x 19x4 cm), (24 x 20 X ¢ oo .
confirming it to be of Gupta period. So far only

cm), (22 x 15 x 3.5 cm), (24 x 13 x 3.5 cm), (24 x . . ,
the lower part of the image was found in previous
17 x 3.5 cm) and (25 x 19x4 cm). Among theexcavation

antiquities, a mythical animal with dragon like

features in terracotta is noteworthy. No databl Many beautifully carved designs on bricks

object was found, although the literary referencewere found apart from moulded bricks. Pottery
from Ahom Chronicles assigned a late medievéfinds are scanty. Red ware and black ware
period for the site. potsherds of vases and bowls, spouts, brick tiles,

BIHAR hopscotch and beads form other scanty finds.

10. EXCAVATION AT CHANDIMAO, DISTRICT NALANDA
9. EXCAVATION AT STUPAMOUND, KESARIYA,

DISTRICTEAST CHAMPARAN The Excavation Branch-Ill, Patna, of the

| _ , f the | . kSurvey, under the direction of G.C. Chauley,
1999 go(i)%ntln;altllonpo t eC'aslt sefashon S wor assisted by B. Nath, D.K. Ambastha, D.K. Singh,
( i Pp.9-11), Patna Circle, of the Survey, N.K. Sinha, S. Nayan, J.K. Tiwari, S.P. Gupta and

resumed excavation at Kesanyg, under th€O.P. Pandey conducted excavation at Chandimao
guidance of Muhammed K.K., assisted by T.J. (25°3'N, 85°30'E)
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7

Kesariya: 6, mound before excavation and 7,excavated remains
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9

Kesariya: 8, polygonal pattern between two series of cells and 9, group of three cells (north view)




EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS

Kesariya: 10, stucco image of Buddha inside the cells and 11,
Chandimao: votive stupa on brick paved floor with mud-plaster
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Chandimao: 12, brick paved floor with lime-plaster
and 13, votive stupa on brick paved floor
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Chandimao: 14, votive stupa on square base and 15, front portion of apsidal chaitya




INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 2000-01

-A REVIEW

Plates 16-17

17

Chandimao: 16, inscribed sealing and 17, fragmentary sealings
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Chandimao: 18, inscribed sealing with bhumisparsa Buddha
and 19, representation of Vishnu in a row




INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 2000-01 — A REVIEW

Chandimao: headless seated Buddha
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Chandimao: 21, Buddha heads and 22, pedestal depicting ashtaratnas
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The mound locally known as Tilhapar, wide mouth, carinateaandi,bowls, lamps, lid and
roughly measured 70 x 60 sg m, situated in thibasins and basin-type ritualistic pot beanaga
southwestern corner of the' village, was dividecfigures on the body.
into grid pattern and altogether fifteen trenches<
were taken up for digging which revealed a singl
culture deposit of Pala period.

Among the terracotta finds a solitary example

of bead, sealing (pls. 16-18) and plaques; besides

_ _ stone sculptures of Hindu (pl. 19) and Buddhist
~The excavation revealed the remains of a gejties (pls. 20-21), assignable from eighth tdhtent

brick-built Buddhist temple and votive stupas on century AD and a fragment of a pedestal

a brick-paved floor (pls. 11-13) which seems to depicting Ashtaratnas (pl. 22) are noteworthy.

be the courtyard of the temple. Entrance to the

temple is exposed only in the southeastern 11. EXCAVATION AT RAJGIR, DISTRICTNALANDA

porFion of the complex._ The v_otive stupas are of In continuation of the previous yeafl999-

various shapes and dlmen5|on. Twelve votive,q5q pp.11-15) work, conducted by the

stupas were exposed in the northern and_th'Excavation Branch Ill, Patna, of the Survey, the

southern S'de. of the t emple. Most of the votive mound near Banganga at the southern tip of Rajgir

Remiaphercal op. Bt for of them are raise 25 Ken p fr excavation by Mubhamed KK.

a square brick plétform (pl. 14). A good numberaSSISteqI by T.J. AIo_ne, D.P. Slnr_\a, KC Srlyastaya
: : D.N. Sinha, Manoj Kumar Dwivedi, Bhagirathi

of fragments of circular br!cks with a central hole, Gartia, M.P. Singh, Avinash Kumar and Rajnis Raj
collected from nearby votive stupas, suggests theau

their use ashhatravalifor these votive stupas. A terraced-brick stupa was exposed
Another brick structure noticed in the fomcompletely. The lower terrace, measuring 29m x
of an apsidal templéchaitya) towards the 2° M. about2min height, is provided with
western part of the mound (pl. 15), has itbuttress wall ata_lregular interval of 2 m.t03 m
northern end semicircular with a radius of 1.40 pOn the eastern side is a robber's trench filled with
The brick sizes at Chandimao structure are 35¢StON€ rubbles and earth. The upper terrace is
x 26cm, 34cm x 25cm with a thin layer Oiformed_ of copstructlon of brick chambers attached to
an apsidal brick structure on the west, both filled
with earth and stone rubbles. The apsidal
structure measures 13.20 m x 2.40 m and resembles
to the one found at Jivakamravana in early
_ _ excavation at Rajgir. Evidence of 5 cm thick
Excavation yielded sherds of red ware only ime-plastered floor was noticed on the southern
Most of the sherds are well-fired, devoid oOfgjqe There is evidence of lime-plaster on walls at
surface tr_eatment. But a few of thfem are fo‘_‘”places. The stupa is provided with a
treated with pale red slip, over which is appliet¢ircymambulatory path at the ground level. The
river bank dust for shine before the use of slif ks ysed are generally 52x25x7 cm in size but
The fabric ranges from coarse-to-medium. Thgome smaller bricks measuring 43x23x7 cm were
types include vases with narrow mouth, vases with 514 found.

lime-plaster is also observed on the brick floo
Besides, some flimsy brick structures were als
noticed, although exact shape and purpose co
not be ascertained.

18
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The excavation yielded sherds of red wareeast of it, revealed altogether five phases of
grey ware, NBP Ware and Kaolin ware, all madestructural activity.
on fast rotating wheel. The shapes are vases, "'

: . ; Phase | comprised a cruciform structure,
lid-cum-bowls, sprinklers and storage-jars €

s oriented in north-south direction is having a
Besides, a few fragments of _sogp_stone pot Vrectangular pillared-hall with two transepts on
also found. Among the antiquities, beads gy sige (east and west) from the central axis.
d.|ffer_ent variety, terracotta balls, toys and anir rpa western transept must have housed a deity
f'gu””e?’ hopscotc_h _and_ one fragmentary St‘serving agiarbha-grihathe eastern transept might
piece with an inscription in Brahmi character €have served as an entrance. The cruciform
incised bull figure are notable. On the basis of gyt re had a brick enclosure wall. The eastern
above finds the site may be assigned to the €gjqe anq a part of the northern side walls of the
Mauryan period. enclosure were unearthed. The eastern side
enclosure wall was built in three parts (hereafter
GOA referred to as central, northern and southern)walls
was running in north-south direction, having a
12. EXCAVATION AT CHANDOR, DISTRICTSOUTHGOA,  width of 1.28m (pl. 23). The wall preserved three to
Goa six extant courses of bricks laid in mud-mortar. The
The Mini Circle Goa, of the Survey, unde Pricks measure 28-31x14 - 18x6-7cm. The central

the direction of J.V.P. Rao, assisted by Man Wall was projecting towards east and was joined on
Kumar Saxena, Shriguru Bagi, M Kasturi Bg Poth sides by the southern wall (1110 and 1130)
Sirdeshpande, Giridhari Gaekwad, Vasude@nd the northern wall (1195 and 1213). The length of
Premanand Naik, Pundalik and Prakash Goankcentral part wall is 5.08 m. This wall exactly &ih

conducted excavation at the Ancient historical cithe central axis and situated at a distance of
of Chandor, with the objective of tracing thi21-5m east of the phase | cruciform structure and

extension of enclosure wall on the north and t/S€rved as an entrance. The nature of construction
south as also to establish stratigraphy in relati@nd the size of bricks are comparable with the phase
to the Temple trench. Besides, the rampart,' cruciform structure. The southern wall (1110) was
number of test pits across the mound were tak laid abutting the southern face of the central wall
up wherever possible. and extends to a distance of 13.56 m from north-to-
south (1130). Towards further south the later

_ Three structural phases were encounterey o shrine (1569) of phase Iil concealed the
within the Temple trench in addition to a brick,a The northern wall 1195 was built abutting the
enclosure wall towards east. northern face of the central wall. It runs from seuth

Further excavation in the eastern area of thto-north to a distance of 0.70 m, which was

Temple trench during this season brought to lighirregularly robbed off. Further this wall was
the full extent of the eastern enclosure wall and itcompletely robbed off for a distance of 4.26m and
return wall on the north. In addition to the above found missing. Further north this wall continued as
a number of brick and stone structures were als1213 runs to a distance of 12.64m. However, the
unearthed. Both the site&., Temple trench and northern wall measures 17.60m
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Chandor: eastern side enclosure wall, phase I




EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS

: brick shrine, phase IlI

Chandor.

()
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altogether from south-to north, takes a returrmandapaHowever, the western transept of phase
towards west and runs to a distance of 3.00m. /I was situated towards the centre of the western
later stone wall (1558) disturbed the return wall.end of themandapawall, which must have
Further probing is required to trace thecontinued agarbha-grihaeven during the phase
continuation of the return wall. Altogether the [I. Otherwise, there should have been a separate
length of the enclosure wall from north-to-south garbha-grihafor phase Il also. Then the plan of
could be 40.60m including the central projectingphase Il could bgarbha-grihaon the west with
wall. There is also a transverse wall 1447 abuttingan enclosednandapawall and a protruding
the western side of enclosure towards north-eaentrance on the east. In phase 1B the eastern end
corner. Its function can not be identified at presenof themandapawvas added by a rectangular hall,
due to limited excavation. The south, west and th‘enc|osing the entrance, thereby extending the
remaining part of the north side walls of the temple-complex further east. Later on a brick
enclosure are yet to be traced. plinth (1055) was also provided right on the south
The pottery from phase | consisted of dull wall of the protruding entrance wall, intended for
red, pinkish red, burnished red and black wares<a deity which must have served as an entrance deity
with the forms like flat-based bowls with tapering Pefore entering into th@andapaThe pottery of
profile in dull red, globular and bulbous vases, Phase Il remains the same as in phase | except the
carinated vases of medium and big sizes withpresence of grey ware.
flared, splayed out, everted, beaded rims. The
important find from phase | is a fragment okga ) .
plaque in soapstone obtained from the floor levf00M and a brick shrine (1569) towards east of

of transverse wall (1447) which corresponds to lath€ Témple trench represented the phase Iif (pl.
level of phase I, measuring 7.5 cm in length 5.24). The western shrine is located within the wells

cm in width and 1.8 ¢m in thickness. It depicts WeStern transept of phase | within thandapa
recumbenhaga(snake) in relief. In-between thewalls of phase Il with an entrance towards east. It

recumbent coils of the body, occur crisscross lineMéasures 4.9m north-south by 4.5m east-west. It
was built on the superimposed silt deposit above
" the ruins of earliegarbha-grihaof phase | and

trench only marked by a rectanguiaandapa?)  herhaps phase I1. This indicates that the sanctum

wall with a small protrudi_ng hiche on the gast, remained in the same place during all the three
probably an entrance, built on the foundation mphases. Besides the above shrine, in phase IlI, a
phase | structure. The rectangutz&ndgpass brick room was built up on the entrance of the
meahsuresh liZIGth east-;\_/est . ﬁ 12 .338 Neastern side enclosure wall of phase I. The brick
north 'SOUth l,awl |4elt € prtotru '[ln?hnlc eth. Eshrine (1569) is rectangular on plan built on the
?r? § -sogt y l'l m east-wes d _(tehso_u (Tm south-east corner of the same enclosure wall. The
eman apava vyas preservg W §|mp € shrine was highly disturbed by the later activities
adhishthananouldings. There is no evidence of . .
o - . while the eastern and the northern sides were
garbhagrihain phase Il within the walls of its . .
preserved. The eastern side of the shrine is

A western shrine in the Temple trench, a brick

The phase Il was identified in the Temple

22



EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS

completely exposed while on the southern £1.5 m north-south and stands 0.52m high. This was
northern sides, are partly exposed. The easteln provided by a step stone (schist) on further east
of the shrine preserved maximum courses of b and built of big laterite stone blocks. A stoaadi

(14) with tripattakumuda mouldings on stands at present further east of the lateritehplint
adhishthana. The structure is cut from grey schist and measures
1.83m long, 0.90m wide and 0.83m high,
damaged on the right hand side with head
missing, stylistically dated to eleventh-twelfth
century AD. The excavation around thendi
revealed three successive structural phases
indicating a prominent activity at this place. The
Structure-1 (1600) was located slightly north-east
of the laterite plinth. It appears to be rectangular
in shape running in east-west direction. It was
partly exposed on the western and northern sides
) ) while the remaining was concealed under late
the former was raised above the foundqtlons laterite Structures 1335 and 1338. This structure
the later. The pottery of phase lll consisted ‘was built of roughly dressed laterite stones with
sherds of dull req ware, grey ware, black ware fmmud-mortar. The Structure-2 (1605) was found
a (_Jle_luxe ware, i.e., glazed ware of West AS'_amuch disturbed with irregularly arranged stones
origin (lran-lrag). The glazed ware ISprobably indicating robbing activity on its north
and the west. However, its foundation is partly

The shrine was built of different sizes o
bricks with mud-mortar. A few bricks in the plinth
and in the bottom course adhishthanashow the
sizes of the bricks used in the phase lIll of th
temple trench, i.e., 35-36x17x6cm, while the to
most brick course (wall) measures 16-18x1z
13.5x5-6cm. However, the majority of the bricks
used in the construction of the shrine are 28-31x1

17x5.5-7cm (phase 1 size). This shrine i
stratigraphically later than the enclosure wallesinc

characterized by copper sulphate colour on eith

side of the body and a thick, soft and fine crealiy .+ on the northeastern side where Structure-3
core.

was built abutting it. Both the structures are

During phase IV the structures were pr(_:‘domparallel to each other. The Structure-2 is lesser i
nantly of laterite stone such as laterite plinth andimension than the Structure-3. Structure-3(1335)

associated structures 1, 2 and 3 (platformsf€évealed two stone walls, measuring 48cm
rammed floors, all confined to the east of thMaking nearly 5Sm square on plan is located at a
temple trench. The platforms built of square wa distance of 1.30m east of laterite plinth. The
with rubble fill must have housed thandiwith latter is in the central axis to the former, forming
the plinth in front (pl. 25). The dimensions of fiin ©ONe unit. The above two Structures -2 and 3 might
are lesser than the platforms, making one un have housed theandiat different times while the
perhaps meant for temple. Except foundatio laterite plinth served as sanctum. Further digging

courses of these structures, other details are May throw some more light in this aspect. There
KNOWnN. are rammed floors in two successive levels made

up of crushed laterite granules with tile fragments,

A rectangular solid laterite plinth (1049) was schist stone pieces and mud-mortar. The
added at the eastern end of phase lib wall abuttirrammed-floors (1310, 1332) are laid abutting the
to its eastern face. It measures 1.7m east-west tabove stone structures. In addition to the above,
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Chandor: 25, structures near nandi, phase IV and 26, cutting across the rampart
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there are isolated stone walls, found on the¢broadly assignable to the phases I, Ill and IV of
northern part of enclosure wall, similarly a temple site.

rectilinear stone chamber (1486) on the southe
part of enclosure wall was built abutting the bric
shrine. Phase |V is characterized by dull red a
grey wares along with a few glass ware
different colours.

The area around the chapel Santiago was
considered to be the entrance of the fort as the fort
wall starts from the north of this chapel.
Sometime back a brick wall was reported while
digging a drainage system. A test pit measuring
During phase V miniature shrines with rubblt3.50 x 2.00m was laid and found three phases of
floors, some crude stone platforms and a well ¢structural activity consisting of brickbats, tileslan
the south-east were added in addition to ttpottery of dull red ware. The clearance of the
surviving structures of phase IV. The pottery coverlying debris in front of the Chapel facing the
phase V is represented by a variety of porcelaroad, yielded a brick wall running in north-south
ware with large number of glasswares of differeidirection with a return towards east making a room
colours and shades of Portuguese, Chinese ¢jike feature with brick flooring. The remaining par
Islamic style. of the structure is hidden under the compound of
There is a fortification along the western the Chapel. This structure was built of bricks

periphery of the habitation in Village Cotta comparable to the one in phase Il of the temple

Chandor while the eastern periphery is bordered site. A triangular basalt stone pigce consisting of
by River Kushavati. The digging in the Rampart three moulds, probably a goldsmith's mould, with a
{four handed seated goddess with other side shows a

stylized swan facing left. On one of the sections of
this stone piece is engraved a three lettered label
inscription in the characters of fourth century AD.

area revealed different phases of development o
fortification wall at Chandor, which correspond t
phases |, lll and IV at the temple site (pl. 26). An
area around 24m x 4 to 6m was subjected to
excavation. There seambe earthen ramp during Some test pits were also laidSantavada,

the early stage, which was slightly enlarged by b, 4aphat, and Chola areas of Cotta Chandor.
adding pinkish weathered laterite deposit retainecThOugh limited, the glazed ceramic from the
by raising brick wall at different heights in t_he temple site, chapel of Santiago, rampart and a test
second stage. The sizes of the bricks used in tF yy iy cholaarea, all indicate the practice of trade

rampart tally with phase III of the temple site. In i, the outside world during phase HI at the fort
the third stage, the rampart was further repairecof Chandor.

and were enlarged both in width and height by

depositing huge quantities of brownish yellow From the study of earlier excavated remains,
sandy-silt, strengthened by blocks of undresse phase | structures of Chandor could be attributed
trap stone as veneering. The total width of theto Bhojas (fourth - sixth century AD). The phase
rampart ranges fror@.00to 10.00m and the |l brick structures were built right on the
extant height ranges from 6.00 to 8.00m. It can bfoundation of the phase | structures. The
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: VERTICAL SCALE :-1:100

PROFILE ACROSS THE EARTHEN BUND AT JUNAGADH
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Junagarh,Khapra-Khodia: 27, western Kshatrapa coin, obverse and 28, reverse




EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS

adhishthanamoulding on thanandapawall of scholars as besides studying the settlement
phase Il at Chandor may be compared with phasepattern and artefacts of early historical culture.

2 of the apsidal temple at Chejerla datedrta

fifth-sixth century AD. Hence phase Il of Chandor The dam located on the northwestern side of
is assignable to the sixth-seventh century. Phas¢Girmar bounded by Jogania hill on one side, and
ill with a large-scale structural activities in ieic ~ UPPer kot on the other, touching almost the end of
showing tripattakumuda mouldings  of Khapra-Khodia Caves (southwestern side).

adhishthanan the square brick shrine of phase It is about 130m, in |ength’ and from the river

Il closely parallel tcadhishthananouldings of  ped (10m from the ground level), 95m wide at the

Chejerla. The latter was dated to the beginning of

seventh century AD to the later medieval perioc It was noticed during the excavation that the
Stratigraphically phase 1V succeeds phase Il armud bund was constructed on the sandstone natural
the structures of phase IV are built mainly orock chiselled with ends properly worked. The earth
laterite stone at the site. The laterite stonis yellowish in colour having fine silt deposi,
Chamber, the plinth and the associated structursmallkankarand stones. The topmost level is
(platforms) might have been built during the eartmarked by the graveyards of medieval period,
Kadamba times, since Konkan Mauryas wercharacterized by the occurrence of the thick sturdy
followed by the Kadambas in Goa. On the bas red ware, hand-made, as well as partly wheel-made
of the stylistic features afandisculpture at the containing gritty material and ill-fired (fig.2). ‘€h

site, phase IV may be assignable to the eleverother types are dull red ware, red polished ware

century AD. and micaceous ware. Some of the sherds bear
GUJARAT simple painting in black. The important shades
include bowils of different forms with variations,
13. EXCAVATION AT KHAPRA-KHODIA (MUD- vases, dishes sprinklers and storage-jars. Some of
Dam), DISTRICTJUNAGADH the sherds contain graffiti marks. Besides, animal

The Excavation Branch V, Vadodara, of the bones were also recovered, which require further

Survey, under the guidance of Shubra Pramanir_ese?mh' Other |mportant_ antiquities are ter_racotta
figurine, anthropomorphic form, bangle pieces,

assisted by V.H. Parmar, N.B. Soni, J.B. Makwan:. . . : .
Subhash Chand, K.R. Malviya and B.M. R 0hi1|nkpot, discs and skin rubber with chevron design.

carried out a trial-excavation at Khapra Khodizﬁ‘notth(:;r']mif)rtam ftlﬂd |sba silver Cgmr’, showmrg];
(Mud-dam) (21° 25'N, 70° 05'E), down to the tog ust ofthe king on the obverse and three arches

forming achaitya(hill) surmounted by crescent
and another crescent on the left side, with ardorbe
star on the right side on the reverse. The coin is
bordered by dots. The legends in Brahmi and Greek
characters, read gautrasa'probably the king
Chastana (pls. 27-28).

of the foundation rock below in two trenches
measuring 5m x 5m sqg each, with a view tc
confirm the sequence/date of the 'Mud Dan
related to Sudarsana Lake as referred to in tl
Rock-Edict and also as mentioned by the earliel
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Ambadevi: 29, hero-stone, early medieval and 30, Dhumkal: hero-stone
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14. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICTSANAND, BHARUCH, order to assess the significance of the area, by a
GODHRA, NARMADA, SIJRAT AND V ADODARA . .
team laid by Shubhra Pramanik, of the Excava-

Sporadic explorations was also carried out ontion Branch V, Vadodara, of the Survey. The list
the banks of Rivers Mahi, Narmada and Tapti in of sites are as under:-

District Village/Site Nature of remains
Anand Bakrol Sculptures in a temple-complex,
circa ninth-tenth century
Bharuch Chiklota Hero-stone, fifteen century AD
-do- Dhorivav Late medievalav
-do- Panetha -do-
-do- Raisingpu -do-
Godhre Diyapattal Early medieval sculptur
Narmada Ambadevi (siyali Herc-stone (pl. 2¢€
-do- Bijalipani -do-
-do- Devmogr: -do-
-do- Dumakha Series of her-stonescirca
fourteentl-fifteenth century (pl. 3(
-do- Gajargoti Herc-stone
-do- Gangapu Ruins of vav, late medeiv
-do- Kuklade Medieval settlemel
-do- Mosit Herc-stone
-do - Ralde -do-
Swa Valavi -do-
Vadodar: Pingalwad Red ware, grey ware, coarse red

)
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15. EXPLORATION IN GIRNAR VALLEYDISTRICT JUNAGAD
, the settlement of early historical people who lived
The Excavation Branch V, Vadodara. of the . .
particularly on the banks of cither the small

Survey, under the direction of Shubhra I:)ramam'kstreams/river, which ultimately joined the main

assisted by V.H. Parmar, N.B. Soni. J.B. Makwana . . _
) _river i.e., Sonrekh. Lol and Gudanjali.

Subhash Chand, K.R. Malviya and B.M. Rohit

resumed exploration with a view to assess il In selecting a place for their settlement, the

archaeological importance for excavation aninhabitants stressed importance to the factors such
further research; to understand the settlemeas: (a) hill range (small or big) in the vicinity; (b)
pattern of early historical period; to confirm themeander of the stream; (c) group of small streams
sequence/date of the "Mud-Dam" related tijoining ponds; (d) vast stretch of land; (e) distance
Sudarsana Lake as referred to by the earlilbetween one site to the other varied from 2-3 km
scholars; and also to evaluate the region based approximately and if one of these factors did not
the Junagarh Rock Edicts. satisfy, the inhabitants avoided the place. And large
_ streams too were not favoured by these people.
The exploration was based on the study 9However, further exploration might reveal more
: p g

Rock: Edict, gnd also ?y implying the study Ofimportant aspects. In certain cases, it was also
Remote Sensing Map (fig.3). observed that early historical settlements were

Exploration brought to light a series of inhabitated or reoccupied by later period.

ancient sites of early historical interest indicating The details of sites with archaeological
remains are as under:-

Village/Site Nature of remains

Amargadh (khadiya) Scattered bricks of post-Mauryan period measuring 40.\28x7cm
Gadha Kheen Early historical, step-well, Brahmanical sculpture
(21°31°N;70°28'E of gaja-Lakshmi

Gadhesing-ka-Dongar Early historical remains

(21°28'N;70°29'E)

Hazam Chaura Scattered architectural members of early historical period,
(21°32'N;70°31'E) depiction ofchaityamotif on stones and a few red ware sherds
Jogania Hill Scattered architectural members of Gupta period

(Present Shiva Temple) including cross capital (pl. 31)

(21°33'N;70°29°30°E)
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16. EXPLORATIONIN DISTRICT JUNAGADH
S.S. Parekh, of the Vadodara Circle, of the

Village/Site

Jina-baba-ki-Madhi
(21°32'N;70°31'E)

Kachuliya Guna
(21°30'N;70°33'E)

Lakhaphulani-ki-Medhi
(Sukhanala)
(21°32'N;70°33'15"E)

Lakshman Tekdi

Matarvaniya
(Jogania Hill)
(21°33'N;70°29'15"E)

Mathura
(21° 28.'N; 70° 30'30"E)

Meharyas Timaba

Soni-nu-vadiu
(21°32'N;70°30'E)

Suraj-Kund
(21° 32'N; 70° 33'E)

Village/Site

38

Dhankuia

Gathila

Nature of remains
Early historical remains with three small circulaustures
(stupa ?)

Early historical

Stupa of post-Mauryan period, bricks
with marks of game-board

Remains of cave (early historical period), markeddoyware

Sculptures of two-armefapta-matrikag seated position,
datable to the post Mauryan period (pl. 32)

Settlement site of early historical periqutesented by
red ware

-do-

Settlement site of early historical bricks measuring
4x32x8 cm; red ware, terracotta bangle pieces andilesof

Brick well of early historical period (8B), Mauryan period brick
with certain symbols li&eaitya(pl. 34), conch mark,etc.(figs. 4-5)

SURVEY, UNDER THE VILLAGE-to-village survey
dmem/the following remains in Vanthali taluk.

Nature of remains
Late medieval Siva Temple

A temple dedicated to Siva known as 'Bhesvara

Mahadeva' of late medieval period
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Village/Site

Godai

Kajalia (Mota) /
Kajalia (Nana)
Khorasa

Koyali

Lusada

Shapur

HARYANA

17. EXPLORATION ALONG THE RIGHT BANK OF
RIVER YAMUNA, DISTRICTSKARNAL,

Nature of remains

Step-well having three storeyed-pavilion with one entanc
facing west. On plan, it is 'L' shaped. Every floas bne niche

on either side of wall. It belongs tirca fifteenth-sixteenth
century AD

Temple located near the entrance of village cor@istsandapa,
antarala, garbha-girha and sikha@f Nagara style. It is a Saivite
temple known as Godesvara Mahadeva and outer wall of the
temple is carved with Saivite gods and goddessesstiidiy,

it belongs tocirca fifteenth century AD Hero-stones of early

nineteenth century

Hero-stones of nineteenth century

Late medieval remains with gate having complete sdbof;
Math of Mahant of nineteenth century; bronze imagerobika
having four arms, shown seatedamdhaparyankasanpose on

a lion. An inscription is engraved on the rear sidemaige and
can be dated toirca eighteenth century More than twenty
hero-stones noticed near the entrance of village,
datable tocirca eighteenth-nineteenth century AD.
Remains of a Siva templeaving linga with yonipitha
datable to the late medieval period

Medieval fortification with gate, with woodestoor and iron
nails; remains of two temples dedicated to iraa fourteenth-
fifteenth century); Begum Mahal and mosalaable to circa
eighteenth-nineteenth century

bank of River Yamuna in Haryana, M.S. Chauhan,
Jasmer Singh, Jitendra Sharma, Vinod Kumar,
Baldev Singh, Rajesh Bakshi of the Chandigarh

KURUSHETRA, PANIPAT AND YAMUNA NAGAR Circle, of the Survey, under the overall

In the course of exploration along the right

supervision of C. Dorje, surveyed one hundred and
fifty-four villages out of which twelve villages
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are of archaeological interest. The details are as under

District

Karnal

Kurukshetra

-do -

Panipat

-do -

Sonepat

-do -

Yamunanagar Jagadhari

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

Tehsil

Gharaunda

Ladw

-do-

Panipat

Village/Site

Panauri

Ban

Chhalaundi

Nature of remains

Ancient site with sherds of glazade,
toycart wheel etc. oflganedieval period

Siva temple with wall paintings,
late medieval period

-do -

Garsh Sanrai  Ancient mound with dull red ware

Samalakha Jaurasi Khalsa Ancient mound hagthgvare, red polished

Sonepat

-do -

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

ware, dull red ware

Karsana Kalan Ancient Baesg sherds of late Harappan

Rathlana

Bul

Damla
(re-exnlored)

Ghespur

Jatlana

Partasgarh

red ware. Painted Grey Ware (PGW) and
Kushan red ware, and dull red ware

Siva temple with painting, depgtscenes of
Siva-Parvati. Radha-Krishna and Rama-Sita etc.
late medieval period

Fort with bastions at four corners bgiog to
the late medieval period

Ancient site and group of temples with
paintings, medieval and late medieval period

Ancient site hawshgrds of PGW,
NBPW and red ware

Templdidated to Radha-Krishna, late
medieval period

Ancient sitthvRed Polished Ware and dull
red ware
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HIMACHAL PRADESH M.S. Chauhan, Sanjay Manjul, Rajesh Bakshi.
R.K. Sapru, Anil Kumar under the supervision of

C. Dorje, of the Chandigarh Circle, of the Survey,
resumed exploration in the Sainj Valley in Dis-
KULLU trict Kullu and located fourteen villages of archaeo

logical interest—the details of which are as under:

18. EXPLORATION IN BANJAR AREA, DISTRICT

Under Problem Oriented Survey Scheme,

Village/Site  Gram Panchayat Nature of remains

Batahar Banogi Renovated pent-roofed wooden temple dedicated to
Durga, four brass moharas assignable to early medieval
period

Dhalogi -do- A newly renovated pent-roofed temple with a wooden
door-frame of medieval period

Kathyaugi - do - A newly renovated pent-roofed temple dedicated to
Punkdrikrishi having eleven brassohrasassignable to
early medieval period and metal image of Vishnu
belonging to the twelfth century AD

Manyashi - do - Wooden pent-roofed temple dedicated to Punkdsiki,
metalmohra,brass bell and incense burner, all assignable

Suchail to medieval period
Wooden pen-roofed temple (pls. 35-37) having twelve

Dhalhayar. metalmohras(pl.38) assignable to late medieval period

Two pent-roofed temples, one dedicated to Lakshmi
Narayana and two other to Ashapuri (partly renovated)
belonging to the late medieval period (pl. 39)

Gohi Pent-roofed temple dedicated to Kamalamata of medieval
period; a miniature stone temple of tenth-eleventh century
AD, stone sculpture includingmalakaand image of
Vishnu on Garuda assignable to medieval period

Jaul A miniature stone temple assignable to early medieval
period; loose sculptures including image of Siva-Parvati
on'Nandi, Vishnu on Garuda, Brahma loeimsa lintel
with Ganesa in the centre assignable to early medieval

period
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Village/Site Gram Panchayat Nature of remains

Raila Badaan Wooden pent-roofed temple assignable to medieval
period, a small stone temple dedicated to Lakshmi

Narayana belonging to the eleventh century AD
Dhaugi Bunga Five pent-roofed (renovated) temples assignable to the
late medieval period; a stone image of Naina Devi and
Vishnu of late medieval period
Five-tiered Pagoda style temple dedicated to
Manu Rishi and sculptures belonging to early
Shangas Shanga medieval period (pls.40-41)

Shainshe Shainshe

Wooden pent-roofed temple assignable to late medieval
period (pl .42)

Talhayari -dc-
Pent-roofed temple (pls.43-44) dedicated to

Raghunatha (late medieval period); a miniature stone
Siva temple with sculptures on stone slab of eleventh

century AD

JAMMU AND KASHMIR

famous Akhnur terracotta heads found from the
site in the past with the Buddhist monastic

: : . , establishment there and to study the lay out and
In continuation of the previous season's work _ . .
planning of the site, believed to be the only early

1999-2000,pp. 52-63), Srinagar Circle, of the ) o .
( PP . ) . nag ! . . Buddhist site in Jammu region. In all 42 quadrants
Survey, under the direction of B.R. Mani, assistec .

of 16 squares, each square measuring 10 x 10 m
by P.C. Chowdhary, V.C. Sharma, P.R. Prasac(fi 7) were excavated in both the seasons
Samir Diwan, M.K. Joshi, P.L. Meena, Gulzar( Ig'45)
Singh, B.S. Jamwal, Raghbir Singh, R.K. Kaul, Pl '
Arunji Siddha, V.K. Kaul, AK. Kaul, S.K. Bhat Burnt brick structures of various phases were
and Sunil Kumar Jha, resumed excavation (figencountered in almost all the trenches which were
6) at the hamlet Pambarwan of Ambaran neafound damaged mainly due to three
Akhnur on the right bank of River Chenab to knowreasons - repeated floods in Chenab, cultivation
the association and stratigraphic position of the and unauthorized digging operations in the area

19. EXCAVATION AT AMBARAN (AKHNUR),
DISTRICT JAMMU
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in the past. A preliminary study of the site resdal Belonging to the same period were remains of three
the cultural sequence of the following periods more votive stupas towards south of the main
stupa. The original enclosure brick wall of the

Period | = Pre-Kushan Perigr second- o naqtery was exposed upto a length of 32 m run-

first century BC) ning parallel to the main stupa towards its north
Period Il : Kushan Perig@. first to third which had undergone additions and alterations
century AD) during the following periods. Another brick wall
having a thickness of 1.05 m belonging to an elon-
Period Il : Post-Kushan (Gupta) Period gated structure of this period was exposed upto a
(c. fourth-fifth century AD length of 25 m to the east of the enclosure wall of

. _ _ the monastery in almost the same alignment.
Period IV : Post-Gupta Peridd. sixth-

seventh century AD) Remains of the another large stupa were lo-
cated in Quadrants 2 and 4 of Square Fl and Quad-
rant 1 of Square Gl which belong to the same pe-
riod having typical Kushan bricks. The measure-
ments suggest that the square base of this stupa
was 10 x 10 m which requires to be exposed in
future excavations. Construction of this stupa is in
the same manner as of 6 x 6 square stupa having
apron and brick veneer work encasing the core
Buddhist monastic establishment was wWhich is made of pebbles mixed with earth. Re-
founded at the site in Period Il. A stupa, votive mains of another possible stupa were noticed during
stupas and walls of a monastery and another lonifirst season in Square Cl where a large tapering
structure were exposed which are all built of burnt structure with its fallen superstructure was ndtice
brick masonary with bricks usually measuring 36 The red ware of the period comprised bowls, basins,
38 x 24 x 6 to 7 cm (pl. 46). After partially vases, sprinklers, lids including ink pot type o$ lid
exposing two squarish structures in Quadrants .lamps and spouted pots. The important antiquities
and 4 of Square B2 during the first season, it wasof the period include the reliquary and its contents
inferred that they may be bases of stupas. The sanwith associated objects found along with it in the
was confirmed during the second season when th main stupa which are described elsewhere ahead
larger of the two structures was found to be adlBsinto details owing to its exceptional significance.
a 6 x 6 m stupa and smaller one being a votive
stupa, measuring approximately 1.50 x 1.50 m, Remains of the structure with squarish plan
Besides above, two more 2 x 2 m square bases were noticed in Quadrant 3 of Square B2 during
votive stupas were exposed on the western side the first season and its squarish nature was con-
the main stupa towards south of the former votivefirmed through a control pit in Quadrant 2 of
stupa. Parallel to the three votive stupas was loSquare B3 towards the close of the season and it

cated an elongated stone paved foundationwas presumed that this structure may be part of a

No structural remains of Period | were founc
A separate horizon of the period was noticed
Square ZA1, Qd4 over the natural soil. The th
deposit contained grey were sherds of bowls a
red ware vases (fig. 8). The deposit was also r
ticed in Sq C3, QdI below the foundation of th
stupa.
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square base of a votive stupa with its extantKushan periods in Taxila including those at
maximum 14 courses of brick work with concave Dharmarajika, Kalwan and Jandial monastic
and convex sided moulded bricks besides plairestablishments depict similar constructional
ones at regular intervals. It was also noticed thapattern visible in their elevation and plan.
the structure belongs to the Kushan period.Decorative mouldings at the stupa bases at
Further excavations during the second seasolAmbaran and Jandial (A site) are remarkably
brought to light the complete plan (fig. 9) of the similar. Another common feature between these
structure which was found to be 6 x 6 m square Taxilan stupas and the stupa at Ambaran is in their
base of a stupa, not votivee one as it later yieldeicore which is constructed of pebbles closely
relic casket (pl. 47) with charred bones, compacted with earth or pebbles set in mud. An
suggesting its conception aSaririkastupa. The interesting point to be taken care of in theseldiaxi
measurement includes 0.30 m wide apron of stupistupas is that they contain relic chambers and
all around over which was constructed the brick reliquaries and caskets have been found in a
veneer of the square base of the stupa in such number of them. The Stupa J2 at Dharmarajika
manner that it encases the core of the stup belonging to the first century AD had yielded a
comprising pebbles mixed with mud as in the casecasket being a flat pyxis of grey schist which
some Taxilan stupas. The extant maximum contained a small box of silver and had a small
height of the stupa is 1.10 m on its north and uptcbox of gold in it which contained some minute
the height of 0.65 m mouldings were made, oveifragments of bone and also some beads in the
which plain brick work continued (fig. 10). The casket. The stupa shrine Al at Kalwan had in its
brick veneer of the stupa base is 0.'60 m inrelic chamber a casket of schist covered with
thickness. The core has both small and mediungold-leaf and twelve rosettes of thin gold sheet,
sized pebbles. Decorated bricks having bands cfragments of bone, different beads and other
dentil brackets and other decorated bricks of theobjects including copper plate inscription of year
drum and thenarmikaof the stupa, a red 134 of Azes engraved in Kharoshthi. Sir John
sandstong/ashtiand a few pieces of the Marshall believed that in the fourth and fifth
wedge-shaped thin bricks suggesting their use iicenturies it was usual to construct the relic
the chhatravaliwere found from the structural chamber of large stupas high up in their dome
debris overlying the stupa remains. A conjecturalinstead of low down in their foundations and that
view (fig. 11) of the stupa based on these data anis why the main stupa at Bhamala

evidence of Taxilan prototypes suggest that the site belonging to the fourth-fifth century AD did
stupa must have been nearly 9 m in height.not reveal any relic chamber around its base or in
rectangular brick-paved platform (pl. 48) was its foundation.

found associated with the stupa on its eastern side _ _ _ _
over which some lamps were found amongs Inspired by the above Taxilan evidence, it was

pottery suggesting the use of the platform foSure to get some relic casket in the stupa base at
worship purpose. Ambaran. For this purpose the one metre baulk

running north-to-south was retained and the one
Stupas belonging to the Saka-Parthian antmetre baulk running between pegs B3 and C3 was
removed as the central point of the square base of
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the stupa was measured and located a few diameter approximately between 1.2 cm to
centimetres south-west of the peg C3. All the pre- 1.4cm(pl. 50)

cautions were taken to minimise the damage to

the stupa and the main operation was taken up ani ~ (0) 2 circular rimmed thin sheets of silver,
as its northern brick veneer was already damagecP0ssibly to keep gold sheets having the diameter
during ancient period due to water How towards it of 2.1 cm (pl. 51)

from the north, a 0.50 m strip of the core of the

, (c) About 150 micro-beads of pearl
stupa was removed to horizontally approach the

centre. Simultaneously, part of the north-south (d) 12 cylindrical coral beads
baulk in its west having 1.0 m in length in north-
south orientation with 0.50 m thickness on either (e) 2 metallic micro-beads

side of the peg C3 was removed layer by layer sr
as to reach vertically upto the foundation level of
the stupa.

(I) Oval shaped silver casket in two equal
parts, but having their diametre 2.5 cm and 2.3 cm
respectively so as to fit in with each other. Some

A small chunk of earth along with an orange liquid seems to have been applied over their edges
carnelian bead was found and soon a copper ob- and heated to fix the two parts together (pl. 52).
ject was noticed . The sections (fig. 12) of the
trench were trimmed and photographed and three
dimensional recording was completed. Further
scraping brought out several pieces of copper. The

main copper object was removed which was found -
I PP JeCt W ved which w g and probably a minute part of tooth. Original}' it

be a heavily encrusted reliquary (pl. 49) with its as also closed after applvina some liquid and
broken lid. part of which was already attached witfW _ PPiyIng qul
heating the round edges.

the body of the reliquary and the copper pieces fouru
in the scraping were identified to be the remaininc Some small bone pieces were found in the

pieces of the lid which were scattered around tisagme level from the spot just outside the reliquary

reliquary which was possibly crushed due to  ag already stated a carnelian bead was found there.
natural factors and earth pressure. As the lid was

already found broken soil was seen set inside the (h) 4 full and 6 broken circular thin sheets of
reliquary in which some thin circular gold sheets 9gold as found in the reliquary making their total
were visible. The reliquary was found to be 2.4  number to be 34 full and 6 broken parts.

cm high with its diameter being 5.6 cm.  (j) 1 pead of amethyst

(g) A circular gold casket, again in two equal
parts with their diameter 1.5 cm and 1.4 cm re-
spectively was found already open inside the sil-
ver casket along with small pieces of charred bone

The contents of the reliquary were slowly and () 3 encrusted copper coins, two of which
carefully taken out which comprised - are possibly Kushan issues which require chemi-

cal cleaning for their decipherment.

30 circular thin sheets of gold with thei
@) cirediar thin sheets ot goid wi e The above objects are definitely parts of the

contents of the reliquary which were scattered at
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the spot when its lid was crushed and gave waof A2. Qd 1 of A3 and Qd 2 of XA3 and was found
much earlier. still continuing. Maximum of 31 courses of bricks
were found in it in Qd of Sq B2 of which the
lower 21 courses belong to phase | and the top 10
courses to a later phase when it was repaired. The
lower courses slightly project after three courses
each giving the tapering nature to the wall and
consist of full bricks while the top ten courses do

Two distinct structural phases Beriod
were noticed, the first having structures with bricks
measuring 27 x 27 x 7 cm in general and the
second phase with bricks and brickbats of earlier
structures reused, mostly in strengthening the walls

which most likely suffered damages due to Hash o
) ) ) not follow the same principal and were outcome
floods in the river. Remains of an entrance of some . .
_ _ of the repairs taken up in the second phase when
important complex was found in Sq A2 where there | . . . L
. o _ bricks and brickbats were utilized to maintain the
was a concentration of terracotta figurines ant the , .
height of the structure in a haphazard manner. A

fragments which were all used for decorating the , _
few decorated bricks were also found reused in
wall, probably the facade of the gate of the . _ _
this repair work in the top courses.

monastery (pl. 53). A stone pitched pathway
leading towards north and flanked by brick wall A rectangular structure with its walls having
was noticed. It seems that the entrance was block e width of 0.70 m was exposed towards west of
or narrowed during the next phase by putting ithe |arge structure of Period Il. From the floor of
wall at the southern end of the pathway, paralléihe rectangular structure chunks of lime-plaster
to it at the gate. were found lying upside down which suggest that

Terracotta heads, occasionally showing they are the remains of the fallen stucco ceiling
profile of the lace along with other fragments of which was painted with red strips. Its northern walll

torso, ornaments and drapery bearing marks of'Vas found damaged due to unauthorized digging
probably by antiquity hunters in the past.

Overlying the levels of Period Il burning activity
walls of the structures of Period 111 were traced in Was also noticed in the sealing layers at some spots
Squares Bl and B2, It was noticed that structures which is quite distinct in the northern section of
the first phase were given extra support and also Square C1, but it would be too premature to relate it
repaired at different stages during the second phas to the invasion and destruction of the site by the
and even afterwards when they were damaged du Hunas as no other evidence is available in this
floods. The wall abutting the gate was traced in ~ Fégard. Some reed impressions were also found
eastern direction in Qd 3 of Sq A2. Qds3 and 4 of On clay lumps.

Sq B2 and Qds 1,2 and 4 of Sq C2. It was
observed that its tapering nature and projection:
were meant to save the structure from floods whicl
were added to the original construction during the
Period lIl in two phases. Towards west of the gate
the wall in the same alignment was traced in Qd 4

reinforcement have been found which were meant
stick to the plaster of the wall. Extensions of

A 2 x 2 m square base of a votive stupa along
with evidence of its circular superstructure was
found in Quadrant 2 of Square C2 which belongs
to the Period Ill. A rectangular brick platform with
associated finds of iron slag in considerable
guantity along with iron objects and clay pipes
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located in Square E 1, Quadrants 3 and 4 ahair ornament with a boss at the centre, ear pen-
square Fl, Quadrant 4 suggests the evidence oldants, necklace and armlets, two small terracotta
iron smith's workshop in this period which wa:grotesque heads, terracotta moulds of leaves and
most probably attached to the monastic establicornaments, terracotta skin rubber, beads and
ment (pl. 54). gamesmen, iron nails, hooks and rings, a few cop-
per objects, a glass and a stone bead, part @b sm
stone sculpture in Gupta style showing a male at-
tendant holding some object in his right raised hand
and the left resting on his thigh and other minor
antiquities have been found. An interesting bro-
ken terracotta tablet mould bears on its different
faces negative impressions of a pendant, fruits and
leaves, a bird sitting on a twig having fruit and
leaf and a squatting figure of a monkey. Twelve
circular copper coins were found during excava-
tions of which two require cleaning, one is blurred,

The large complex, which is seemingly a
monastery, partly survived during the Period IV
when additions and alterations were made in its
original structure and repairs were also carrig¢d ou
Due to cultivation and unmindful diggings at the
site the structures of this period, which were meare
to the surface suffered heavy damages and wall
with only one or two courses of brick bats could
be found. A square structure which is probably bas:
of a brick pillar was seen in Qd 4 of Sq Al be-
e e s T s g P D 1 K St MEGES,
of the period was observed in Qdl of Sq A2 con- Kanishka and Huvishka and one to perhaps
sisting of four layers with a distinct layer of brick- Toramana, the Huna ruler.
debris of some structure. A blurred coin possibh’

a Huna issue was found near the pillar in this leve:. KARNATAKA

Pottery of Periods Il to IV (figs. 13-14) does 20. EXCAVATION AT HAMPI, DISTRICTBELLARY
not have much difference in shapes, exceptthat = jder the direction of D. Jitendra Das. as-

the last period rims of bowls became sharp angsieq by A.M.V. Subrahmaniyam and Megharaj
straight which were thick and slightly incurved Hadpad, of the Bangalore Circle, of the Survey,
during the earlier two periods. Important shape gy cavation was resumed at Hampi with a view to
are basins, bowls, sprinklers, vases, lids, 1amp gyn5ing the accessory structures in the area to

keep with hole in the base, handled cup, Spouhe north-west of the queen's bath which formed
mcludmg one with a grott_esque animal head an part of queen's bath structural-complex.
storage-jars. Stamped designs have also been founa

on a few sherds. Amongst the pot lugs an intere Excavation in an area of 2500 sq mts has re-
ing piece bears head of a lion. vealed two structures in north south orientation.
The Structure-I (STR |) is rectangular and facing

Among important antiquities, a large num- east measures 10.85 m x 5.45 m. It has two land-

ber of decorative terracotta figurines mentionec. i .
o : : . ings each rising to a height of 45 cm on the other.
earlier including one having the left profile of a

. : The tern f f h landing has moul
princely looking male head, a broken terracott: eastern face of each landing has moulded

) ) coursesviz. pada, adhopadma, kantnd
mould showing the bust of a lady wearing a beade(urdhvakumudand plastered in lime-mortar and
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are extant to a height of 0.85 m. The floor of each side it has an exit to STR |. The floor of the
landing is lime-plastered over a thick bed of passage is also lime-plastered. The complex of the
lime-concrete mixed with river borne pebbles. above two structures is enclosed by a cyclopean
There are steps at the northern end for eachwall on the north and west.

landing. The structure has a lime-plastered

courtyard of 4.60 m x 6.00 m on the east. This Further excavation to the north of northern
courtyard is entered through a passage of 1.75 renclosure wall of the above complex brought to
wide on the south and the passage is flanked bllight a concealed terracotta pipe having 20 cm dia,
basement on either side measuring 4.30 m x 5.4¢covered with lime plaster to a length of 60 m in
m. The floor of the passage and the basements gréast-west orientation in a zig-zag fashion. Further
lime-plastered. The southern entrance to the Work is essential to completely expose the above
structure has screen wall on the south running inStructural-complex and the water supply system.
east-west orientation. The floor between the scree-

i ] The antiquities retrieved from excavation
wall and the southern entrance is plastered witl . . . .
) ) ) ) comprises iron pad lock of a door, iron nails, ok
lime-mortar. There is also evidence of a stair cas

clamps and copper coins of Vijayanagara period.
to the superstructure at the western end of th . . .

The ceramic typology retrieved from the site in
passage.

grey and red ware revolve around day-to-day
Structure 1l (STR Il) rectangular on plan is utilitarian spheroidal pot, jars, high-necked

located to the north of Structure I. It measurespots, lid, platters, bowls with featureless rim and

10.20 m x 10.35 m and is extant to a height of 6Sshallow shoulder, carinated usually, narrow to

cm. This structure is divided into two halves by wide-mouthed pots.

east-west running wall. The northern half is a

simple chamber whereas the southern half has 21- EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT BELLARY

chamber with toilet on the west with an outlet. The

floor of this structure too is lime-plastered over &

thick bed of lime-concrete.

The following villages in Hegaribommana-
halli taluk of Bellary district were explored by
A. V.M. Subramaniyam, of the Bangalore Circle,

Interestingly STR Il has a covered passageof the Survey, during the course of village-to-
on three sides with a width of 2.5m on the easivillage survey for antiquarian remains.
and north and 60 cm on the south. On southern

Locality Nature of remains

Chimmanabhali Hero-stone, inscription and loose sculpture of
(14° 08'; 76° 08") Hanuman of Vijayanagara period

Hanisi Temple of late Vijayanagara period dedicated
(14° 18", 76° 57') to Ramesvara
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Locality

Honnahalli

Nature of remains

Loose sculptures of Veerabhadra and Hanuman

(14°09'; 76° 53") of Vijayanagara period

Hosakere Satistones
(14° 18"; 76° 59"
Kallahalli Medieval temples

(14° 16'; 76° 56"
Medievalsod-stone

Maduru
(15° 16'; 76° 10"

Hero-stone and ancient mound of a

Narayanapura
temple of late medieval period

(14° 19'; 76° 09"

22. EXCAVATION AT ISAMPUR, DISTRICT palaeochannel, which is of erosional origin and
GULBARGA . .
forms part of the valley floor. It was filled up with
In continuation of the previous field investi- brown/black silts (2 to 3 m thick) in post-Acheulian
gations K. Paddayya of the Deccan College Posttimes.
graduate and Research Institute, Pune, undertook
further fieldwork comprising surface mapping anc In this season, four geological cuttings were
excavation at the lower Palaeolithic site of Isamputaken in the area to the north of the Stone Age lo-
(16° 30'N; 76° 29'E) in district Gulbarga. This cality with the aim of understanding the nature of
year's work was aimed at further understandin sedimentation processes, responsible for the depo-
the geoarchaeological context of the site and docisition of the brown/black silts in the adjacent area
menting the Acheulian cultural material found oncovered by the palaeodrainage tract. In recent while
the surface. at a few other patches it was left almost untouched.

The Isampur site lies in a narrow valley in Two cuttings (Nos. 6 and 7) were excavated
the northwestern part of the Hunsgi basin and iin the patches still preserving much of the sedi-
enclosed by shale and limestone uplandsmentary cover in its original context. Cutting 6
Geoarchaeological studies conducted in the pre(measuring 5 x 3 m) lay 10m north of the main.
vious seasongl997-1998pp. 73-77;1998-1999, Acheulian locality. It was excavated upto a depth
pp. 63-65;1999-2000,pp. 64-68) indicated that of 1.4 m where natural soil (limestone bedrock)

the site lay on the outer edge of a 2 to 3 m deep
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was struck. The various sedimentary levels Level 3 :(110-150 cm below surface), highly
encountered in the cutting can be grouped into twicompactkankary brown clayey silt yielding
units: Middle Palaeolithic artefacts of chert and quarzite.

Unit 1 : 1.2 m thick deposit comprising four Level 4 : (150 to 170 cm below surface),
levels of compact, fissured black silt measuring Acheulian cultural horizon overlying eroded
from 12 to 35 cm in thickness and containing |imestone surface and yielding artefact of
angular pieces of limestone (8 to 10 ¢m across)jimestone as well as of quartzite and chert; matrix
and chert nodules and artefacts; these silt Ievelsmade up of extremely hard, whitish/brownish silt
are interstratified with five thin lenses (3 to 12 cm) \,:ih a high proportion of carbonate.
made up of fine sandy/gravelly material
comprising smalkankarpellets representing lag The main observations emerging from the
deposits. The black silt levels of the upper portion sedimentary / stratigraphical features and cultural
produced small chert artefacts of Mesolithic material exposed by these cuttings are as under :
character, while the lower levels yielded some
[imestone and chert artefacts of Middle
Palaeolithic character.

1. The formation of brown and black silts in
the palaeochannel tract in post-Acheulian times
was a prolonged process and involved many short

Unit 2 : 10 to 20 cm thick layer representing episodes of sediment deposition in its erosion at
Acheulian cultural horizon resting on eroded the |ocal level, leaving behindandy/kankary
limestone surface and comprising limestone block:grayel lenses.
and fresh Acheulian artefacts (comprising cores,
regular types and debitages), all set in a compa
matrix of kankarybrown silt.

2. The two cuttings have clearly established
the stratigraphical contexts of the Middle
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic (or late Upper

i [
Cutting 7 meqsured S X 2m a”‘?' lay about 3‘Palaeolithic) cultural levels within the brown and
m north of the main Acheulian locality. Bed-rock . . .
black silt deposits respectively.

(limestone) was struck at a depth of a 1.7 m. Th

following stratigraphy was exposed in this cutting: 3. The occurrence of regular Acheulian

h cultural material on the eroded surface of
limestone bed-rock in both cuttings clearly
indicates the existence of several more Acheulian
localities along the edge of and even within the

Level 2 : (15 to 110 cm below surface), 5rea of the palaeochannel.

compact brown granuldankarysilt containing a

clay band (5 cm thick); randomly dispersed cheri Cuttings 8 and 9 (each measuring 3 x 3 m)

and quarzite artefacts of Middle Palaeolithic were laid further away (100 to 125 m) from the

character, especially at 90 to 100 cm belowmain Acheulian site. These were located in those

surface. portions o